FD-610 (Rev. 10-9-85) 1 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

Attn: Criminal Investigative Division 
Civil Rights Unit 

(44A-476^50j£) 

1 . Title^/tus^^Mfcnai^p^ge if necessary) 


) DEP UTY SHBK&FfI 


SUBJECTS ; 


CIVIL RIGHTS 
00: MOBILE 


fabama. S heriff * s Department - 


- VICTIMS; 


LVINXJOLMES 





Bureau airtel to Mobile, 5/4/87. 


Office of Origin File No: 44A- - 4/b4 (include alpha) 

Auxiliary Office File No: - = (initial submission only) 

x initial submission supplemental submission 

Matter Type: (check more than one if applicable) 


A. Brutality No Brutality 

0 Law Enforcement □ Law Enforcement 

□ Non-Law Enforcement □ Non-Law Enforcement 

B. Violence /s~\\ 

□ Racial □ Religious □ Other j 1 

C. ISS Matters [ i j i 

□ Migrant Victim □ Other / // l / / 

D. Known/Suspected Extremist Group i! Ypy J 

□ Klan □ Other V\v' J 

Use to describe above (check all applicable) ' v - — ^ 

□ Arson □ Injury □ Property damage 

□ Death □ No injury □ Cross burning 

6. Date of incident 3/29/87 7. Date of complaint — 4/13./.8JZ — 

8. Synopsis of case: 

By letter dated 4/13/87 from Alabama State Representative 
ALVIN HOLMES to WILLIAM BRADFORD REYNOLDS, Assistant Attorney General, 
United States Department of Jus-tice, HOLMES advised that victims were 
stopped for speeding on 3/29/87 by two Deputies of the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office. According to HOLMES' allegation, victims were ordered 
out of their vehicle with a loud speaker with their hands above their 
heads, and at such time the preceding was taking j|5lace, the Deputies 
drew their service revolvers and pointed them at /victims while us ino> 


"harsh, cruel 


unnsual words" 


m-m 

” 


Lj^ 


i ? 


9. Significant case □ Yes 


S No (if yes, provide reason) 



civil : ic,:ts 

u, ;t 

I. PURPOSE 

to |5 3 no PH '81 

The FD-61 0 is designed to promptly provide FBIHQ with a complete set of pertinent facts for each Civil 
Rights case investigated (pygljpifiBI.L QatS j§|iirectly entered into a computer which will assist in more effective, 
efficient, and economical management of the Civil Rights Program by FBIHQ and the field. Each office 
MUST correctly complete ALL items requested on the form either on the initial submission, or later by 
supplemental submission prior to the close of the case. Title changes should be submitted by report or FD-61 0, 
whichever is more appropriate. 


II. WHEN TO SUBMIT 

The FD-61 0 is to be submitted in all cases supervised by the Civil Rights Unit, which include the 
following classifications: 44-CR; 50-ISS; 1 73-CRA 1 964; 1 77-DIH; 1 87-Privacy Act of 1 974-Criminal; 
189-ECOA; 204-FRS; 214-CRIPA. The FD-61 0 should be, in most cases, the initial communication advising 
FBIHQ of the initiation of the investigation. In all instances, the FD-61 0 should be submitted within 5 working 
days of receipt of the complaint; however, the urgency of the situation may require a prior telephone call or 
teletype to FBIHQ. 

III. DESCRIPTION AND REQUIREMENTS REGARDING ITEM #4 ON THE FD-61 0 

Initial - Should be checked if it is the first FD-61 0 submitted in the case. Every attempt 

should be made to provide all the information required on the initial submission; 
however, the initial submission of the FD-61 0 should not be held in abeyance while 
awaiting data which will be obtained on a later date. The auxiliary office (AO) should 
submit the initial FD-61 0 when they receive the original complaint with two copies 
designated to the office of origin. 

Supplemental - This should be checked whenever a subsequent FD-61 0 is submitted. When 
submitting a supplemental FD-61 0, provide data only for those items requiring a 
change. Instances requiring a supplemental submission are: when previously 
unknown data is obtained, data was previously omitted, or data was previously 
incorrectly reported. The supplemental FD-61 0 should be used as the cover 
communication for the submission of LHMs. 

IV. SIGNIFICANT CASE 

Significant cases are those receiving extensive media attention, involving a prominent individual or 
involving FBI personnel as the subject or victim. Significant cases are also those wherein FBI 
investigation has determined the allegations to be serious and substantial thus warranting a full 
investigation. When prosecution becomes imminent, FBIHQ should be advised promptly and a 
supplemental FD-61 0 should be submitted designating the case “significant” if not already so 
designated. 


im: mz 


6-1 22 (Rev. 4-2-85) 


TRANSMIT VIA: _ 
^CLASSIFICATION: 


FROM: Director, FBI 
TO: SAC, 

O. , , — 

DBPQg Z. I, ME M 

mm Gomw , ja,ar* g^aiFg^~s~ DHPg.-stBJBCT S ; 
MRS f «EH3^a@a5BSl 
mD 'VICTIMS 

al&» state bep* mvm EOims^coim,MmmT 
summary vmxsmmm-cxvxi* eights 

OQs H0BII2 


DATE: 



Enclosed are two copies of a Department of Justice letter dated 4 Jg2/S7 requesting 

investigation in captioned case. 

This request has been reviewed by the Civil Rights Unit, FBIHQ, and unless reasons exist 
to the contrary, you are to complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of -Section 
44& » Manual of Investigative Operations and Guidelines, and submit results within ^ _ — workdays of 
the receipt of this communication. 


Submit FD-61 0 within 5 workdays of receipt of this airtel. 


Remarks: 





Enc i > 

SB/rlw 


22 APR 1 2 ggg ;?>£> 



- - » . ^ 

FD t 263'{RSv. 4-30‘8'5) , 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

MOBILE 

. MOBILE 

6/9/87 

5/8/87 - 6/8/87 


TITLE OF CASE 

CHANGED^ 

« 5 ** ” 5 

tJ w 


Deputy Sheriffs;. 
Holi't^~ome~ rv~tl Htrn t v Sheriff's 
Of£i,ca*^- * 

Montq^rery , Alabama; 


REPO RT MADE BY 
SA 


TYPED BY 
ldc 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

CIVIL RIGHTS - SUMMARY PUNISHMENT 


A labama State - Troo per , 

A 1 .ab am a\Mpar t: m e nt^of P u blj.^ Safety , 

Mnni-nnmejX, AlaKamT'- grTPJg'gTg^ 


VICTIMS ; 

A L V I Iv~ /i 0 L M E S / «*£*, 

Alaoama State Representative - 
COMPLAINANT 




Title marked changed to reflect full names of subjects 

and victims/ with correct spellings/ and to add 

Alabama State Trooper/ as a n additional su bje ct. Tiighle prev iously 
carried as "DEPUTY SHERIFFsJ and | 

Montgo mery/ Alabama Sbe-riff 's De partment - SUBJECTS: MRS'. THELMA 
^GLASS/ | 1/ and I 1 - VICTIMS;' 

ALABAMA STATE REPRESENTATIVE ALVIN HOLMES -COMPLAINANT; CR." 


APPROVED UjLU/aK 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


COPIES MADE: 


XVDiGPJ YjW>iDo 3 v 10 l<.-<WW-C. 
Jp- Bureau wn 
1 - USA/ MDA / Mo ntgomery 

(Attn; ' AUSA | | 

1 - Mobile (44A-4764) 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Agency 

Request Reed. 
Date Fwd. 

How Fwd. 

By 



JNpfeftions 

i-H 





i 






Mo 44A-4764 
REFERENCE : 


Bureau airtel to Mobile dated 5/4/87 and Mobile FD-610 
to the Bureau dated 5/12/87, 


-C- 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


County 
Rights 
matter . 


On 5/15/87 / 


Chief Deputy/ Montgomery 
Alabama/ was advised a Civil 


Sheriff's Office/ Montgomery 
investigation had been instituted regarding captioned 


On 6/8/87/ Captain 

Alabama State Troopers/ Alabama Department of Public Safety/ 
Montgomery/ Alabama/ was advised that a Civil Rights inv estigation 
had been instituted regarding captioned matter. Captain 


was not advised of this investigation at the onset inasmuch as 
the original complaint did not name an offi cer with t he Alabama 
State Troopers. Efforts to contact Captain l I durinq the 

week of 6/2 - 5/87/ following inter views of vi ctims on 6/2/87/ 


were to no avail inasmuch as Captain| 
his office. 


3 


was absent from 


be 

hlC 


A review of Mobile indices was ne gative regarding captio ned 
subjects and victims/ with the exception ofl I 


Investigation 

conducted regarding that matter was furnished to the Bureau via 
airtel and LHM dated 5/10/79. 


B* 




.ED-204 '.(ftev. 3-3-59) 


• • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Copy to: 


USA/ Montgomery 


Report of: 
Dote: 


SA | 

June 9, 1987 


Office: 


MOBILE 


Field Office File It: 


Title: 






Character : 


MO 44A-4764 


Bureau File H: 


Deputy Sheriffs/ 

Montgomery County Sheriff's Office/ 
Montgomery, Alabama: 


Alabama State Trooper, 

Alabama Department of Public Safety, 
Montgomery, Alabama - SUB JECTS ; 


THELMA MCWILLIAMS GLASS - VICTIMS; 

ALVIN HOLMES, 

Alabama State Representative - COMPLAINANT 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


be 

b7C 


Synopsis : 


By letter to the Civil Rights Division, United States 
Department of Justice, dated 4/13/87, Alabama State Representative 
ALVIN HOLMES requested an investigation into the mahher in which 
three Montgomery, Alabama black women were stopped on 3/29/87 
for spee ding, by the Mon tgomery County Sheriff's Office. On 
5/15/87, 1 I chief Deputy, Montgomery County Sheriff's 

Office, Montgomery, Alabama, advised that a hearing into the 
manner in which three black women were stopped for speeding in 
Montgomery County, Alabama on 3/29/87, was held on 4/6/87 by 
the Montgomery Countv S heriff's Office Complaint and Disciplinary 

Istated the members of the Board were unanimous 

jerly and that no 


Review Board. 


in their opinion that the officers ac 

further action was warranted. Chief[ 

of statements prepared by Deputy Sheriff s(_ 


fnr-ni gharl Qg 


land Alaba ma Rt-ats Trooper | 


and 

On June 2, 1987, 

THELMA MCWILLIAMS GLASS were interviewed and statements were 


1 



J and 


i 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI . It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency , 

*U.S. Government Printing Office: 1986-491-509/54771 
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MO 44A-4764 


obtained. | | and GLASS advised they felt that their 

civil rights had been violated by the manner in which they were 
stopped for speeding on 3/29/87 by Deputy Sheriffs with the Montgomery 
County Sheriff's Office and an Alabama State Trooper. On 6/5/87/ 

AUSA, MDA/ Montgomery/ Alabama/ advised a review of the matter 
disclosed there was no evidence t o show criminal intent or racial 
motivation in the manner in which | and GLASS were 

stopped for speeding. AUSA/ MDA/ requested no further investigation. 


DETAILS : 

Investigation was instituted upon receipt of a complaint 
by the Civil Rights Division/ United States Department of Justice/ 
Washington/ D.C. By letter to the Civil Rights Division/ United 
State Department of Justice/ dated 4/13/87/ Alabama State Representative 
ALVIN HOLMES requested an investigation of the Montgomery County 
Sheriff's Office for "unnecessary harassment/ intimidation/ and 
drawing and threatening with a dangerous weapon against three 
promin ent black/ retired seni or citizens/ namely/ Mrs. THELMA 
GLASS , | | and l~ I ' HOLMES 

further advised the United States Department of Justice that 

on 3/29/87/ in Montgomery County/ Alabama/ two depu ty sheriffs 

with the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office stopped ! I 

and GLASS for speeding/ and there was a 
deputy sheriffs/ and also a violation of 
GLASS' civil rights. 



2 




FD-3p2 (REV. 3-10-82) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription^ 


6/9/87 


| |chief Deputy f Montgomery County Sheriff's 

Office/ Post Office Drawer 4219/ Montgomery/ Alabama 36101/ 
office telephone number (205) 832—4980/ was contacted and advised 
that based upon the receipt of a complaint by the Civil Rights 
Division/ United States Department of Justice/ Washington/ D.C./ 
an investigation had been instituted regarding the circumstances 
surrounding the M arch 29/ 1987 traf fic si-on nf I 

\ and THELMA GLASS. | 1 stated that h<5 W&5 

familiar with this situation and on April 6/ 1987/ a hearing 
was held by the Complaint and Disciplina ry Review Board of the 

Montgomery County Sheriff's Department. said the members 

of the Board were unanimous in their opinion that all officers 
involved had acted properly and that no further action was warranted. 


Chief Deputy | advised that th e Montgomery County 

Deputy Sheriffs involved in this i nrH riont- were | 

| Date of Birth | | a d eputy sheriff with 

the Monf.aomprv Pnnnt-V Rhariff's Of f i na since | 

and I I Date of Birth | 

I a d eputy sheriff with the Mo ntgomery County Sheriff's 

Office since furnished the following 

records from his files/ which are attached and made a part hereto: 


1. Copy of Alabama Uniform Traffic Ticket and 
Complaint/ ticket number J0328026; 


(husband of 


Copy of letter tof 





Montgomery C ounty Sheriff's Depart ment 
Statement of (one page); 

Stateme nt of Montgomery County Sheriff ' s 
Officerl \ two pages); 


Statement of 
Trooper (two 1 p&gssj . 


Alabama State 


Investigation on. 


5/15/87 


Montgomery/ Alabama 


Mobile 44A-4764 


.Date- dictated. 


5/15/87 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to pe distributed outside your agency. 
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SHERIFF 


CHIEF DEPUTY 

OFFICE PHONE • 832-4980 
JAIL PHONE 832-498S 
INVESTIGATION 832-4988 



Dear 


Per our conversation on April 10, 1987 regarding th e heari ng 


and 


held on At^ril 6, 1987 on deputies 

as I stated before, the members of the board voted 


unanimously that no action should be taken against the two 
officers. Sheriff Butler and I concur with the decision of 
the board. 


Please feel free to call on us when this department can be of 
service or assistance to you. 


Sincerely, 


UITief Deputy 


CLH : kk 


b6 

b7C 


5 



Department 

statement 



-* U3=m — ^ -■ ' <ftm ^ - " 

.Car 107 had ju.t left Merle., .rue, atop ***** .cuth on 131 South whanwe heard^ 

“ in ,toppin9 * ,pM ^ « hi01 - * -“O" th. r . dlo . M .. 

o„. H. told u. h. M . Mmeatmag «... S o»„.»i.r -sund. w. . bout „ 

“ ^ ^ ^ - — - -**- - th. v. hiol . to . pprM0 , 

“ " ■“ “■ V,,hlCl * 111 ,UMtl0n **"?• ^ m into th. northbound lone i„ f : 
cf th. vshiole .nd ,lo»a It down .it), <,« bin. light,. », whiol. ... l M truot.d to 

IXlll +■ « f j « I I 


pull off to the ‘.id. Of the road by 


through the beak window. 


. i 1 - — v... miua wxnaow. 

* ' C e * tt0mPt04 t0 PaM * in «“ *•** *?»•• | [pulled in th. left i. na t 

-ock th. vehicle *d to keep it ** „„ing. ^r| (ordered the v.hicle to 

pull over to the aide of the road with hi. e a * 

*** V - A * they pull.d off, the driv 

». inttruced by Troop.^ l^th,,.,. .„f. to „lt th. cr. a,., aid not , 

Struct* .g.in ,„a th. tu . ^ ^ ^ , 1 

ununappod « »*tuu y dro. hi. ^ „ P.M.ng.r ord.r.a Uoh 1 . th. o.r. T 

drW M . .gain order.d our of th. At thi. ti» th. driv.r got out of th. o.r 

Troopax| |to<* oontrol «****. „ „ tlM ^ ^ ^ 




Sheriff's Department 
Montgomery County 


•STATEMENT 


By- 


Place- 


h6 

_b7C 


Date 


3-29-87 


Time, 


Statement given to_ 


ask for .assistance 


At approximately 5:30 p.m. this date I heard State Trooper 

in stopping a vehicle that he was in pursuit of. We were at 231 South at ,Merle’s Truck Stop. 
X then immediately called ) j on the radio and asked him the nature of his - trouble* He 
explained that he could not get this vechileTto stop and that he needed assistance. I told 
him that we would be in position' to assist him and he said he did need assistance.. _ We pulled 
into the' median just south of ^Merle's and waited for the vehicles to get to our point. .At. tha 

told me that was the- car coming. I pulled immediately out in. the highwa 


point Deputy^ 


into the right lane and turned the blue lights on. The car pulled up to my car with the 
State Trooper car immediately behind' it. It was then that the car accelerated, changed lanes 
and attempted to pass our car.* I immediately changed lanes, and blocked, the car so it could 
not pass. It was then that I could hear the P.A system from the ±rooper car asking the car 
to pull over to the side of the road. When the car did, it pulled of on the right shoulder of 
of the road. Myself and Deputy 


| immediately exited our car -and stood beside. pur „ 
patrol car. I could still hear the trooper asking the driver to exit the car and to keep theii 
hands where we could see them and not to make any sudden movement. He asked the driver several 
times. to do this. It was then that suddenly the passenger door opened on the car. A subject 
tried to exit the car. It was then that I drew my weapon and took cover behind the front of 
of my door. The trooper immediately asked that person to get back in the car, which the 
subject did. We then asked the driver again to exit the car, throw their keys out the window, 
keeping their hands in clear view and make no sudden movement, which the driver did. When 
the driver exited the car I could see that it was an older black female at which point I 
holstered my weapon and stepped from behind my car door. At no time was my weapon pointed 

The above statement is true to thd 


Witness 


Witness 





The above statement ts true to th< 




The following ia a statement q 



State Trooper. 


At approximately 5i30 p.e. pq Hafeh 39, 1997, I wee on U.S. 231 South at about 
the 171 mile post, which ia jualf npr^. ^ fcJv* W junction. X waa patrolling aouthbou; 
and I waa on the inside 14 m eloctyng northbound. X clocked a car that I 'cbu. 

. identify aa a 1906 or 1987 lincgty giving northbound on tha inaida lane at 

83 milea per hour, it waa P*Mi»£ Qt£*r t*g«.ic. I turnad around on tha oar and aftc 
turning around i could see damp. Due to tha weather condition, 

and other traffic and the violator** high «f*ed, ? knew X wee going to have a hard tin 
catching up with it. So I called «hef4 fPT ha Ip in assisting' me to get the vehicle 
stopped, Deputy and Qqputy beard Pf pall and told me that they wet 


a poaition to aasiat if needed. 

At approximately tha. 167 mil* poft X Ptught up with tha Lincoln and turned my 
blue light on. I .than saw the deputy Q|? and they pulled in front of the violator ana 
turned their blue light on. The violator then moved to the right lene and I moved to 
right lane aa did the deputy oar. The viPletor flowed down to about 30 milaa per hour 
and traveled approximately a quarter qt • mil* and then triad to go around tha deputy 
car. Tha violator accelerated and attempted to peea. X then U*ed my P,A. eyatem to 
order tha violator to pull to the aide qtf the road. When aha finally pulled over 
tha deputies got out of their petrol $pr end went around to tha front of their patrol 
car, I used tha P.A. eyatem end commanded the driver to exit tha oar slowly, kaep her 
hands in clear view and make no sudden movement , At that time I could aee other movam 
in the car. it waa dusky dark and dp* fcg the rein on the window, I could not toll whe 


or not tho passengers ware black Q# 


or male or female. There wee no response fr 


the driver. I conaanded the driv«$,;^;«^^ time, again with no reaponee. And then a 

: ■' V 9ft.,. ■ 

third time to exit the oar and waft* fjpdden movement *nd keep her hende in olear vie< 

After the third time the right of the Lincoln *wung open and I could see a 

■ ' 

peraon attempting to exit the 0*4*.' \X f^gwiigndgd that person over the P.A. system to 
remain in tho car and again. told thf.j&ViVW? to throw her keye out of tha window and ex 

I 



o-* '“»<*»• clearly. ta.ytaf..f||j)|ll ; eel$i IW JIUddsn movement. At that till* t 


driver’ threw her ke^out the wipdflf...e^, ;j frtj 9i*fc Mr. At that time I could tel 

that the driver wee a 


of 


X approach 


be 

b7C 


and aakod her to please. ffhow i^.Mr driver* license, which aha produced, i 

then aaked her to return to my petrol-l^. yifch (qa Sbd *bj* asked me why I had stopped hi 

i then told her I had clocked hay at f|3 $$iUf .#** tojir W *edar. 3 h0 »»W that was 

- * ■ * V ‘ < . *■ ' V : ! 

impossible. . She was 'going 55 pr sg,.§ ifh*f J)|jr ip9M#metar wee wrong. I went ahee 
and wrote her a ticket at 83 »iU«. JHWf ■.••• tUfclrt W why everybody had pulled a g 

on her and why we were trying to tag h«? fri#n$» Uk« criminals. I attempted 

*. • not 

to explain the reason that the apt^p.,^ $ogk ;. ; f*a pppMyffty but aha would &A quiet long 
enough to allow me to fully aypl«i^,^p||| the deputes actions. I finiahed writing 
the ticket explaining the court dat*. 'll $4 Advieed her of her right to appear in 

court and have e trial, i.. then .fogg^^i} he* be Oh Xr be* oar to attempt to help her 
locate her keys. Back at her gar »• she, went tp get 4$ the Other two blaok females in t 

t ^ 1 - 

car .began asking ma questions repeatedly fbflttt *hy WS did this or that, and why we treat 
them the way that w£ had. Again, every t^M X Attempted to try to explain my aotiona or 
the deputies actions, they would long enough ft* ®* to' give an axpUnation. 

I instructed them if they -..felt that? pefded t.0 Opsplfin there were channel! they cou 
use and bid than a good evening fiyS fcgj^jMtd to my petrol oar. 

At the point when the passenger • o*me open after I had ordered the driver to ox: 

"■« ^ > J** 

, the car, I had prepared myself to (^twweapon end exit the patrol car if necessary. 

I could not see tha person attempting fcfl A^it the oer from the passenger aide but I coulc 

see that tha door wee open. I could *** ,£h#t Deputy had drawn hia weapon and 

— '* '* 

fait that apparently ha must have tb9jUgjn$ t^here wee e threat. . But at no point was a 


weapon pointed direotly at any pare 
In fact, I was still sitting in my 
time that anyone was placed in any 


..weapon was never fully drawn from my holster 


In fact, I was etill sitting in my *«**-*• bine. I don't feel that at any 


end that neither of the deputies took any more 
action theft was appropriate. When it M.8 ioljXVious that the situation was not a throat 
and no one was in dagger, they hol*t^*f}| weapons and left the scans without further 


Vii- •' 
v ;i ?• 


,* ' >»• 
<TQ 


incident. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


6/9/87 


Captain |Alabama- 

State Troopers/ Aiaoama Department of Public safety, i vua Federal 
Drive, Montgomery, Alabama 36109, telephone number (205) 261-4128, 
was contacted and advised that a Civil Rights investigation had 
been instituted based upon the receipt of a complaint by the 
Civil Rights Division, United States Department of Just ice, Was hington, 


D.C., concerning the manner in whic 


three black women, 


and THELMA McWILLIAMS .GLASS , 

were stopped for speeding by officers with the Montgomery County 
Sheriff' s Office and an Alabama State Trooper on March 29, 1987. 
Captain | I said he was familiar with this matter and he 

was of the opinion that al^ — nf f i rors had acted properly and correctly 


in this incident. Captain 


stated he had no objection 


in the submitting of a statement provided by Alabama State Trooper 


Tas received from the Montgomery County Sheriff's 

Office to the Civil Rights Division, United Stat es Department 

of Justice, Wash i nnf nn > D.C. C^ ap ^ainl | Is aid that Al abama 

State Trooper I 
I I has been 


Date of Birth 


Troopers since 


a law enforcement officer with the Alabama State 


Investigation on 


6/8/87 


Montgomery, 


Alabama Mobile 44A-4764 

File # . 


by 


SA 


/Idc 


.Date dictated 


6/8/87 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ii and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


6/9/87 


\ 


, \ home telephone number | 

'^appeared" at the FBI Resident Agency/ Montgomery/ Alabama, 
was advised that an y infor mation she furnished could be used 


jrVdi urrE^ril 
Dama- 


j 


in a court 
statement : 


of law. 


thereafter provided the following signed 



Investigation on 6/2/87 at Montgomery/ Alabama FMe „ Mobile 44A-4764 


hv SA 


/ldc ‘ 


Date-dictated 


6/2/87 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



Montgomery, Alabama 
June 2, 1987 


1>I | make the following voluntary statement to 

who has identified himself to me as a Special Agent 
'Of the FBI, I am a reti red with the State of Alabama ■ 

I reside at 

On March 29, 1987, a Sunday, I was returning from Jacksonville, 
Florida, where I had attended a conference with Thelma Glass and 

1 was driving my 1986 Lincoln town car; Mrs. Glass was riding 

in the front passenger seat, and was riding in the rear seat 

directly behind me. The weather was very bad with extremely poor 
visibility. It was raining and there was water on the highway. The 
traffic was very heavy and I was not speeding but driving somewhat less 
than 55 miles per hour. Due to the rain and dusk, I had my lights on. 

Around 5:25 PM, just after having entered Montgomery County 
and close to the Montgomery City limits, an Alabama State Trooper car 
passed me on the left. Simultaneously, a Montgomery County Sheriff T s 
car passed on the left and pulled directly in front of me. At the same 
time, an Alabama State Trooper car came up from behind and when he did, 
both the Sheriff T s car and the Trooper car turned on their blue lights. 

At this time, the driver of the Sheriff T s car motioned with his right 
hand and I understood it to mean he wanted me to come 'around him. I 
started to go to his left as we were now all in the right hand lane 
when over a bullhorn one of the law enforcement officers said "Lincoln 
pull over." I did not know it at that time, but later found out that 
the Alabama State Trooper was the one who told me to pull over. It was 
at this time that I realized that they were stopping me so I pulled to 
the shoulder of the road and turned the ignition off while leaving my 
lights on. 

The next thing that happened was that it was announced over 
the bullhorn "Get out of the car." I opened my door and Mrs. Glass 
opened her passenger door and as we started to get out of the car, we 
were ordered back in the car by the officer using the bullhorn. There . 
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was a Deputy Sheriff at each side of the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office 
car and each officer had his gun drawn and pointed in our direction. At 
this point, I heard the officer announce "Driver throw your keys out, get 
out of the car with your hands above your head and make no sudden movements . " 
‘ 1 iimiiediate;1 -y complied by throwing my keys out the window and stepping from 
my car with my hands 'raised. As I stood next to my car in the rain with my 
• hands raised, the Alabama State Trooper walked up to tie from his car and 
asked for my driver's license. I lowered my hands and reached into the car 
and got my driver's license from my handbag. I told the officer that I had 
arthritis and asked him if I could get my coat from the car. He told me to 
get my coat and then come back to the car with him. . 

Upon reaching the Trooper's car, I entered and asked why I had 
been stopped. He said I had been clocked at 83 miles per hour in a 55 
miles per hour zone. The Trooper wrote me a speeding ticket and I returned 
to my car where I retrieved my keys from the highway where I had been 
ordered to throw them. 

I feel my personal and civil rights were violated by the law 
enforcement officers by having guns drawn on me and by the harsh treatment 
I received from the officers. 

I have a handicap sticker displayed on my rear license plate and 
I consider it to have been humilating to have to get out of the car in the 
rain with my hands raised. 

I have read this statement consisting of this page and one other 
page and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


S/)[ p yiwi 


gA f ~6lT TVVawA-^v— Q lS. 7 


h6 

b7C 
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-JJO 44A-4764 


Continuation of FD-302 of. 


6/2/87 


interview as follows: 


is described from observation and 


Race 

..Sex 

Place of Birth 
Height r iru ^ Ja9,aB,B 
Weight ■ 

Hair 

Eyes 

Marital Status 
Occupation • 


Medical 


advised that Montgomery attorney 

has written to the Civil Rights Division/ United States Departme nt 
of Justice, requesting an investigation of this matter. | 
provided the following copy of her attorney's letter, addressed 
to LINDA K. DAVIS, Chief Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division, 
United States Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.: 






Attorneys and Counsellors 


April 22, 1987 


Mrs. Linda K. Davis 
Chief 

Criminal Section 
Civil Rights Division 
Room 7626 

United States Department .of -Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 


Dear Mrs. Davis: 




This office represents/ " 


I 




J and Mrs. Thelma 


[ 


M. .Glass, — 2784 West SdCfiinopt Avenue, M ontgomery. Alaharna. 


and 


are retired 


and Mrs. Glass is a retired faculty person from Alabama 
State University. . \ 


On Sunday, March 29, 1987, at or about 5:30 p.m. , while 
returning from a meeting of Link's International in Jacksonville, 
Florida to Montgomery, Alabama, they were stopped by Montgo- 
mery County sheriff's deputies and Alabama State Troopers, • 

on Highway 231 just outside the city limits of Montgomery. 


Guns were drawn and pointed directly at each of these 
ladies; they were addressed in a rude and harsh manner; 

— : • who has a physical handicap, was forced 

to exit her automobile in the rain, even though she had, 
at the time, a plainly visible handicap sticker affixed 
to her tag. 


Each of these ladies is interested in filing with the 
Department of Justice a formal complaint of police harassment 
ar.d intimidation, and request a thorough investigation 
by "the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


The deputy sheriffs involved 
The Alabama State 


were | 

Trooper was 


and 

[_ 
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Mrs. Linda K. Davis 
April 22, 1987 
Page 2 


Please consider this letter as a complaint- 
for investigation by 


l 


id request 
and Mrs. 


Glass; and advise me ot any further steps that need to 

he talfpn *r -n x: -i • _ . % • ^ 


* „ — w**v-*. U1QL 

oe taken m order, to formalize this complaint. 


Respectfully . 


SSS/bes 




FD-302 (R'EV. 3-10-82) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


6/9/87 


THELMA McWILLIAMS GLASS, 2784 We.s±_Ji:d.a.emont__Avenue , 
Mon t,q.Qmejx,^A l-ab.a-ina* 36108, home telephone number( 205 ) ' 2^f^l92 , 
voluntarily appeared at the FBI Resident Agency, Montgomery, 
Alabama. GLASS was .advised that any information she furnished 
could be used in a court of law. GLASS thereafter provided the 
following signed statement: 



be 

b7C 


Investigation on_ 


6/2/87 


a , Montgomery, Alabama 


.File 


Mobile 44A-4764 


by_ 


SA 


/ldc 


.Date dictated. 


6/2/87 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loanea to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to De distributed outside your agency. 
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• • 

Montgomery,, Alabama 
June 2, 1987 

I, Thelma McWilliams Glass, make the following voluntary statement 
to who has identified himself to me as a Special Agent 

of the FBI. I am a retired college professor from Alabama State University 
and instructed in the Geography and History Department. I presently reside 
at 2784 West Edgemont Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama. , 

On March, 29, 1387,,! was returning to Montgomery, Alabama, after 
having attended a conference in Jacksonville, Florida. I was in a late 
model, 4-door Lincoln town car driven by I was sitting 

in the right passenger seat, and was,, sitting in the back 'seat 

behind We were traveling north on Highway 231 and had just 

passed the Montgomery County line but had not yet reached the Montgomery City 
limits. It was raining and stormy and nearly dark as it was about 5:30 PM. 

The rain was coming down in torrents and visibility was somewhat impaired. 
Because the traffic was relatively heavy and the road was wet, we were only 
going between 50 and 55 miles per hour. 

As we drove in the inside lane, all of a sudden we saw a Montgomery 
County Sheriff Vs car speed by in the outside lane. Right after this 
Sheriff’s car drove by, a second Montgomery County Sheriff’s car came up 
on the outside lane and he pulled in front of our car. He did not have a 
siren on nor did he have his blue lights flashing. Simultaneously, an 
Alabama State Trooper car approached us from the rear in the same lane as 
we were. As the Trooper car pulled in behind us, both he and the Sheriff’s 
car turned on their blue lights. When the blue lights came on, we 
immediately pulled to the shoulder of the road and stopped. At that time, 
over a loudspeaker we heard the Trooper say ’’Get out of that car with your 
hands over your head.” I moved to the right hand passenger door to get out 
of the car, opened the door and moved one foot out of the car. Just as I 
attempted to exit the car as instructed, a Montgomery County Deputy Sheriff 
pointed his gun at me and said ’’Get back in that car.” I returned to the 
car and noticed that the second Montgomery County Deputy Sheriff was at 
the driver’s side of the vehicle. He also had his gun drawn and it was 
pointed at 

As we sat in the car not knowing what to do next, we heard the 
voice on the loudspeaker say ’’Driver thr ow your keys out the window and 
get out of the car with your hands up.” immediately complied * 

1 1 s\&. 
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and stepped from the vehicle to be confronted by an Alabama State Trooper 
who had come up from the rear. He then informed her that she had been 
speeding and asked her to get her driver T s license and come back to his 
‘vehicle. Kent to the Trooper T s car as instructed and she was 

informed that the Trooper had clocked her on radar going 83 miles per hour 
in a 55 miles per hour zone. 

went to the Trooper’s car with the Trooper, 


At the time 


the Deputy Sheriffs entered their vehicle and left the scene. 

I feel that my civil rights were violated by the manner in which 
we were approached by these law enforcement officers and that by the 
pointing of their guns and tone of their voices, that I was being threatened. 

I have read the above statement of this page and one other and 
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


be 

h7C 


Thelma McWilliams Glass 

Syf 
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MO 44A-4764 


Continuation of FD-302 of. 


THELMA MCWILLIAMS GLASS 


6/2/87 


THELMA McWILLIAMS GLASS is described from observation 
and interview as follows: 


Race 

'Sex 


Black 

Female 


Hair Black 


Eyes 

Marital Status 
Occupation 


Brown 

Widow 

Retired College Professor 
from Alabama State University; 
instructed Geography and History 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to oe distributed outside your agency. 
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Montgomery, Alabama 
June 2, 1987 


I, 


to 


p f the FBI. 
taught 


I am a retired 


make the following voluntary statement 
who has identified himself to me as a Special Agent 

and I 


I presently reside at 


On March 29 i 1987, a Sunday, I was returning from Jackso nville, 
Florida, from a conference with 


and Thelma Glass. 


was driving her late model Lincoln town car and Mrs. Glass was riding 
in the front passenger seat.. I was seated behind in the back 

seat and because of. the long trip, I was dozing. The weather was terrible; 
we had , had heavy rain all the way from Florida. It was getting dark when 
sometime after 5:00 and before 5:30 PM, I heard Mrs. Glass say "They are 
beckoning for you to come around \ | " We were in the righthand lane and 

I looked out the window and saw a Trooper car next to us but he passed and 
kept on going. The next thing I saw was a Montgomery County Sheriff T s car 
drive in front of us in. the same lane. This Sheriff’s car turned on its 
blue lights and we pulled to. the side of the road behind it. I then looked 
around and saw that an Alabama State Trooper car was behind us and its 
lights* were flashing too. 

As we sat in the car with the Montgomery County Sheriff’s car 
in front of us and the Alabama State Trooper car behind us, I heard over 
a bullhorn one of the officers say "Get out with your hands up." I 
immediately started looking for the door handle to get out and Mrs. Glass 
started to get out of the passenger seat, but before she could more than 
get her foot out of the car, a Deputy Sheriff who was standing in front of 
the car on Mrs. Glass’ side shouted at her "Not you, the driver." This 
Deputy Sheriff was shaking his gun and pointing it at Mrs. Glass. I told 
Mrs. Glass "Get back in or he is going to shoot you." 

I next heard one. of the Deputies, I don’t know which one, say 
"Driver throw your keys out and get out with your hands up." There were 
two Deputy Sheriffs and they were at each side of the Sheriff’s car. | | 


immediately threw he r keys out an d got out in the rain. An Alabama 


State Trooper walked up to 


I didn’t hear what was said, but 


she got her. raincoat and,went back to the Trooper car' with the Trooper. 


be 

b7C 


23 




' • • 

- 2 - 

h6 

When reached in to get her raincoat, Mrs. Glass asked the Trooper b7c 

why they were being treated like criminals and the Trooper responded "Women 
are known to be criminals." The Montgomery County Sheriff Y s car left when 

the Trooper took back to his car. 

After sitting, in t'he Trooper car with the Trooper for a few minutes, 
returned to look for her keys in the rain. When she found them, 
she got back in the car and said they had been stopped for speeding 83 miles 
per hour in a 55 miles per hour zone. 

I believe my civil rights were violated because I don T t think the 
manner in which were were treated was necessary for a traffic violation. 

I have read this statement consisting of this page and one other 
page and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 




FD-302a'{Rev. 11-15-83) * 
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MO 44A-4764 
INDICES CHECKS 


On May 8/ 1987, a review of the indices, FBI, Mobile, 
Alabama, disclosed that on April 14, 1987, the Montgomery Advertiser , 
a daily newspaper in Montgomery, Alabama, printed an article 
entitled, "HOLMES Seeks U.S. Justice Probe, Incident Sparks Harassment 
Charges." According to Montgomery Advertiser staff writer LAURIE 
WOOD, Alabama State Representative ALVIN HOLMES, Montgomery, 

Alabama, called for a U.S. Justice Department investigation into 
charges that "two Montgomery County Sheriff's Department Deputies 
threatened and harassed three black, retired schoolteachers." 

The article contained HOLMES' complaints about this incident 
and he questioned if the officers would have handled the situation 
the same way had the car been occupied by prominent white Montgomery 
residents. HOLMES additionally said he would consider a two-week 
suspension without pay, appropriate action against the deputies. 


On May 28, 1987, Chief Deputy | | Montgomery 

County Sheriff's Office, Montgomery, Alabama, advised that on 
May 26, 1987, T I appeared in court regarding a 

traffic citation issued to her on Ma rch 29, 198 7, wher ein she 


was charged with speeding. 


stated that 


was found 


guilty of speeding; however, the ju dge heari ng the case did not 


assess her any fine or court cost. 


stated that as far 


as he is concerned, the matter is now closed. 


On June 5, 1987, a review of the indices of the Mobile 
Division was negative regarding a reference identifiable with 

| and THELMA MCWILLIAMS GLASS. 


On June 5, 1987, a review of the Criminal History Section, 
Interstate T^oiH-^fipaHnn t hHpy . aas negative regarding a recor d 

identifiable with/ 7 


and THELMA McWILLIAMS GLASS. 
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MO 44A-4764 


On June 5, 1987, the facts of this matter were discuss ed 


with Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA)|_ 


:b6 

b7C 


Middle District of Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama. AUSA 
advised that no further investigation in this matter was necessary. 
He noted there was no evidence to show criminal intent or racial 
motivation in the manner in which law enf orcement officers acted 
when hhpv stonnsd the vehicle occupied by £ 


and THELMA MCWILLIAMS GLASS in Montgomery County, 

Alabama on March 29, 1987. 
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MO 44A-4764 


The following specifically requested notification from 
the Civil Rights Division/ United States Department of Justice/ 
of the disposition of this matter: 

1. Chief Deputy l 

Montgomery County Sheriff's Office 
Post Office Drawer 4219 
Montgomery/ Alabama 36101 


2. Captain 

Alabama State Troopers 
1708 Federal Drive 
Montgomery/ Alabama 36109 


Additionally/ a letter from the United States Department 
of Justice should be directed to: 


1 . 


2 . 


3. THELMA McWILLIAMS GLASS 
2784 West Edgemont Avenue 
Montgomery/ Alabama 36108 

4. ALVIN HOLMES (Complainant) 
Post Office Box 6064 
Montgomery/ Alabama 36106 
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To : 

Assistant Attorney General 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION Attn: 

Criminal Section 

6/24/87 

From : 

Director, FBI 


Subject ; 

6 ) 



THELMA MCWILLIAMS GLASS ET. AL. -VICTIM 
See attached report for title. 

00: Mobile (44A-4764) 


Field Office File Number MO 44A 
DOJ File Number - 


476 - 4 - 


Reference: 

Enclosed is one copy of: 


Mobile report dated 6/9/87. 
□ Also enclosed is an Internal Affairs Report 




□ B 

□ C 

xc 

□ D 


□ E 


This is the initial communication in this matter: 

Type matter (Initial communication only) 
□..Brutality - Law Enforcement 
u Brutality - Nonlaw Enforcement 

□ No Brutality - Law Enforcement 

□ No Brutality - Nonlaw Enforcement 

□ Racial Violence 

□ ISS Matter 

□ Death Case 

FBI Status-Pending 
FBI Status-Closed 
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This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be taken by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
unless specifically requested by the Department of Justice. 

Due to the nature of this matter, it should receive your expeditious attention. Please contact the Civil Rights Unit, 
FBIHQ, Attn: 


Enc { ) 

POG/rlw 

( 1 ) 



FBI/ DOJ 
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